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of whether the contact is verbal or written. If they don't know the
Italian language so much the worse for them. Local names have
had to be Italianized. Epitaphs on tombstones have had to be
inscribed in the Italian tongue. Since 1926 Italian has supplanted
German as the language of education in Southern Tyrol, and the
German teachers have been replaced by Italians. Even private
teaching of German and other minority languages has been for-
bidden. In religious instruction the native tongue has been banned
and may be used only in the actual conduct of services. Priests
who have violated this demand, have been unceremoniously
expelled.

Foreign journalists who have travelled in the Southern Tyrol
tell amusing stories of waiters in hotels furnishing the visitor with
an Italian menu and secretly smuggling over one in the German
language, or of first pretending not to know any language but
Italian, then remembering their German the moment they were
sure the client was no agent of the Italian Government. Not since
the days of Czarist Russia and Hapsburg Hungary has any
country in Europe been seeking so cruelly to denationalize its
acquired minorities as has Italy. Yet not a word of protest or
remonstrance has come from Hitler, Goebbels or the German
broadcasters. They don't mind the barbarities imposed on their
kinsmen in Italy.

And Germany herself since the ascension of Hitler to power, has
gladly violated the rights of minorities. I am not speaking now of
the Jews. The deliberate and unceasing attempt to exterminate
them has been too widely publicized to be spoken of here. After
the Peace Conference, on receiving assurance of international pro-
tection of the minority rights of her nationals in other lands,
Germany committed herself to the respect of such rights within
her own borders. With the coming of Hitler, independent
representations of minorities in Parliament have been swept away.
Consider, for example, the case of the Poles. Official German
figures give the numbers of Poles in Germany as 700,000. The
Poles estimate the number at 1,200,000. Yet of the 260,000 Polish
children of school age, only 1636 are attending Polish schools. Of
the 110,000 Polish children under .school age no more than 435 are
enjoying the benefits of kindergartens in their own language. The